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Healthcare Transparency
1. Summary

Starting January 1, 2019, hospitals will be required to post their price lists online in an

effort to increase price transparency and empower consumers to make informed

choices about their care.

This can be a game changer for providers and patients alike!

>> Reference: https://www.transunion.com/blog/cms-price-transparency-compliance-

rule-goes-into-effect-january-1-2019-is-your-organization-ready

>>Reference: https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/hospital-price-transparency-

rule-takes-effect-january-1-2019

https://www.usnews.com/news/healthcare-of-tomorrow/articles/2017-02-09/new-federal-rules-will-require-home-health-agencies-to-do-much-more-for-patients
https://www.usnews.com/news/healthcare-of-tomorrow/articles/2017-02-09/new-federal-rules-will-require-home-health-agencies-to-do-much-more-for-patients
https://www.usnews.com/news/healthcare-of-tomorrow/articles/2017-02-09/new-federal-rules-will-require-home-health-agencies-to-do-much-more-for-patients
https://austin.kidsoutandabout.com/content/special-needs-resources-and-around-austin-tx
https://austin.kidsoutandabout.com/view/taxonomy-multilist/122


The Department of Health and Human Services is considering implementing

certain provisions of the 21st Century Cures Act.

The proposal could require hospitals, doctors, and other health-care

providers to disclose the negotiated prices they charge insurance

companies for services.

Before, hospitals and insurers would treat their pricing for medical services

as industry secrets. These prices were determined by contracts between

hospitals and insurers and bound by confidentiality agreements.

Commercial health-care markets are filled with complex systems of hidden

charges and secret discounts.

Requirement to release secret prices of health care would give patients the

power to make better decisions regarding copays and deductibles. 

This would for the first time in history to expose the actual cost of care,

upend a longstanding inefficient industry practice, and give patients the

power to make more financially sound decisions.

The U.S. spends more per resident on health care than any other developed

nation.

Fully forcing the rates into the open could change the dynamics of the

health market. Employers and patients, given clearer comparisons may

change their habits. You cannot shop for healthcare if you don’t know what

the prices are.

Summary



Let the federal government know that you care:

In commenting, please refer to Docket ID: HHS-ONC-2019-

0002

Comments, including mass comment submissions, must be

submitted in one of the following three ways (please choose

only one of the ways listed):

Electronically. You may submit electronic comments on this

regulation to  http://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=HHS-

ONC-2019-0002                                            Follow the

“Comment Now!” instructions.

 By regular mail. You may mail written comments to the

following address ONLY: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid

Services, Department of Health and Human Services, Attention:

CMS-9115-P, P.O. Box 8016, Baltimore, MD 21244-8016.

What Can You Do? 

TO CONTRIBUTE: POST A PUBLIC COMMENT

NO LATER THAN 5 P.M. ON MAY 3, 2019.



Annual Policy Review is coming up, so keep an
eye out for any policy changes!
Also we will be having a rollout for some new
full time employee benefits! Date TBD! 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Make sure to wish a happy belated birthday to
these wonderful PCC staff members!
 
-Viktoria Chennault: 4/3
-Leslie Thetford: 4/16
-Mary Njuikem: 5/1
-Kelly Kullenberg: 5/25
 
Also make sure to give a warm welcome to the
new staff on board: 
 
-Rayne Soza- LVN (Welcome Back!)
-Katie Teague- RN (Welcome Back!)
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND NEW HIRES


